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Direct taxes, to bo apportioned among the states, are not likely to be again assessed after the experience we had as to the last direct tax. Besides the difficulty of collecting it, them is the palpable objection that it is an unequal, and therefore an unjust, tax. Now states, and especially agricultural states, have not the same ability to pay direct taxes as older commercial and manufacturing states, having within them great cities with accumulated wealth, in the form of stocks, bonds and patents.
The office of commissioner of internal revenue has fortunately been filled, as a rule, by gentlemen of standing and character of a high order of intelligence, and their work has been of a great service to the United States. This important bin-pan ought to be, and no doubt will be, retained as a part of the organized machinery of the government, and the taxes collected by it will be necessary as long as our public debt remains, and until the list, of pensioners will bo obliterated by the hand of time.  Many of tho  largest incomes  in the United States are  derived  from  rents.    To except them by technical reasoning from a  general  tax  on incomes  will tend to disparage tho Supremo Court among "plain people."   If incomes from rents must bo excopted, then no income tax ought to be assessed.   This decision, if adhered to, may cripple the government in times of emergency.   If made when the income tax was first imposed, it would have reduced the national revenue $347,000,000, for no income tax would have been enacted if rents wore excluded from taxable incomes.
